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BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: The date is December 
11, 2001. The time is 1442 hours. This is 
Battalion Chief John Malkin of the safety 
battalion. 

I'm conducting an interview with firefighter 
6th Grade Joseph Sullivan, Engine 224. We are at 
the quarters of 224, and this interview is 
regarding the events of September 11, 2001, and 
following this is the interview. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Okay. We responded from quarters. The 
ticket came in at 8:54. We were going on the first 
alarm to the staging area by the Brooklyn Battery 
Tunnel. En route to the staging area, we were going 
down Columbia Street, saw the second plane strike the 
building and we went from being a, quote, good job or a 
rough job, or we were going to earn our money today. 

Some of the guys put it, to -- started 

realizing that it was a terrorist incident, that we 
were -- you know, we were in for more than we thought 
originally. 

We pulled into the staging area. We were 

there for maybe -- it's a little foggy. Maybe four, 


five minutes. I got all my gear set. 


J. SULLIVAN 


Q. Uh-huh. 

A. Then I remember getting sent in. The only -- 
the only other companies that I remember hearing over 
the radio besides us, there was a bunch of -- I 
remember hearing 202, 101, I'm pretty sure, and went 
through the tunnel. 

It was pretty slow go. I was sitting with my 
back to the lieutenant, and I remember seeing 
people out the window, seeing people in buses trying to 
use their cell phones being confused after seeing all 
the apparatus going by, not knowing what was going on. 

They were scared. One guy yelled up into the 

-- up to us, "Are we going to be able to get out of 
here?" We were nervous that maybe somebody was going 
to bomb the tunnel also. Eventually, we got out of the 
tunnel with a sigh of relief, started making our way 
down, going down West Street, see some stuff on the 
floor, pieces of bodies, bone, stuff like that. 

Really couldn't see up. The buildings are 
too tall. I saw one body. Most of it was just pieces 
of bodies. As we were riding in, we must have ran over 
some debris from the plane. We saw debris all over the 
floor. We saw a wheel. There was cars that were 


flattened. It was obvious that heavy things had fallen 
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on them, but the reason that I say that we ran over 
something is because we had pulled up -- I believe it 
was in front of the south tower, and Smitty was driving 
that day, the chauffeur. He didn't like where we were, 
and he shimmied up a little more. We saw tranny fluid 
on the floor, so Richie Saulle climbed underneath there 
with some putty, and I cut some chocks up, little 


splinters, and kind of plugged it up. 


Q. Coming from where? Where was it coming from? 
A. From underneath the tranny pan. 

Q. From your rig? 

A. From our rig, yeah. So just quick tried to, 


like, patch it up. At that time, as far as I know, we 
didn't have any orders, as far as where to go. 

We went up there. Lieutenant DeSimone told 
us to get settled, get an extra cylinder ready, ready 
to grab your hose rollups, like that. There was a 
transmission. I didn't have a radio on at the time. 
I'm just going by what I heard going on around me, but 
I don't know who it was or exactly where it came from, 
if it came from the command center or not. 

Somebody had told us to move up towards Vesey 
Street, I guess in order to relay water, if it was 


needed. So we did so, and then Lieutenant DeSimone 
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asked us again to get our cylinders, hose rollups 
ready, and by the time we twisted and turned, the first 
building had come down, started to fall. 

People scattered. I was right next to 
Lieutenant DeSimone. We took a knee, masked up, 
covered over us. It was -- that lifted relatively 
quick, the first one. I don't know if it was because 
we were blocked by the north tower or some of the other 
buildings. That lifted relatively quickly. 

I went ahead and I started looking around. 

It looked just like snow, and I took my mask off, put 
my hood up over my face, and I went over by another 
member, Mike Hazel. He was giving blows of air. There 
were a couple of cops. There was a maintenance man. 
Turned out to be a maintenance man, afterwards we found 
out, from one of the buildings, so I was giving hima 
hand. 

We were doing that, and then we got oxygen 
off the rig and gave it to the maintenance man. We 
were looking out for Smitty, and for Stu Bailey. 

Smitty had run down the block. Stu Bailey had run down 
the block, and now we were looking for them to make 
sure that they were all right, because actually when 


the building had come down, on the angle that it was -- 
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the north tower was over here. You won't be able to 
get this on tape, but the north tower was kind of 


blocking the south tower. 


Q. Okay. 

A. Because of its natural angle. 

Q. Yeah. 

A. Yeah. You could see it right there on the 


map, so here we are, yeah. 

Q. You guys were parked. Now, we are talking 
about the north tower shielding you from the south 
tower collapse? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. So where were you guys at that time? 

A. From the best of my knowledge, I'd say that 
we were up right around -- we were up right around 
here. 

Q. Okay. He's indicating with the rig, right? 

A. Yes. 

Q. The indication is that they're on West Street 
at the north foot bridge, so that would be just north 
of the first tower, the north tower. 

A. So we were still covered over, but it lifted 
relatively fast compared to the second one. 


Now, when it did collapse, I saw a chunk come 
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down. I thought it was a partial collapse, like maybe 
part of the fascia coming down, so we were actually 
looking, you Know. It came down, and we were looking, 
and all of a sudden the cloud rushed. It was like 
whoa, but then a couple of seconds it overtook us. So 
we may have stopped then. A couple of other firemen 
came out. I don't want to curse, but for lack of a 
better word they were, mother ba, ba, ba, bouncing 
their helmets off the floor. 

Q. Where did they come out of? 

A. They were south of us. They were a little 
south of us. They came and they started moving up. 
One of the firemen -- I don't remember where he's 
from. He was a ladder, because I remember he had a red 
patch. He had a gash on his head. Triaged him, 
patched him up. 

A couple of other people -- like I said, we 
gave oxygen to the maintenance man. A couple of other 
people running around, dazed, grabbed them, checked 


them out. We were looking for Smitty. We were looking 


for Stuey. 
Q. Smittie and Stuey are guys from your company? 
A. Yes, yes. Yes, members of the company. 


Q. Where did they go? Where were they at this 
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A. They went north. They started moving up 


Q. When the building was coming down? 

A. When the building was coming down. So they 
went north, and Smitty had come back. We found him. 
Stuey later on had hooked up with another company, was 
coming around looking, see what he could do. 

After that, there was a lot of commotion. 
It's a little hazy. I remember somebody screaming and 
the second tower was coming down, the north tower, and 
that was coming down, and we just took off running. 
Actually, I still had my extra cylinder in my hand. I 
started running, felt it was slowing me down. 
Discarded that. 

I had a choice to go left on Vesey Street or 
to continue straight. As I turned, thinking about 
going left on Vesey, I decided not to, but I saw the 
cloud coming, pressed the face piece up against my 
face, turned on my air cylinder and started walking 
along the fence. I remember a chain link fence. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. Started walking along the chain link fence. 


I didn't want to run because I Know I depleted some of 
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my tank with the previous collapse and from giving air 
to people, so I just remember trying not to panic going 
at a hurried pace, but not running and sucking down my 
bottle. 

As I'm going, I heard somebody -- I remember 
somebody moaning or something like that, and I reached 
off the fence, and I went off the fence a little bit. 

I couldn't find anybody. I started going forward, and 
I bumped into another person, which turned out to be 
one of the guys from my company, Mike Hazel. I bumped 
into him. "Who's that?" He said, "It's Mike Hazel. 
Who's that?" I said, "It's Sully." Running out of 
air. Changed my tank out for me. He still had his 
extra cylinder. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Changed that along the fence, and as luck 
would have it, another member came by with a 
flashlight, and he was looking with the flashlight, and 
we walked out along the fence, kept going north till we 
were out of the cloud. 

This one was very thick, the second one, 
because I remember as I was walking, and I had the face 
piece cheated up against my face, I had knocked my 


helmet back trying to get it on, and I didn't get it on 
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till right before I changed Mike's cylinder, but I 
wiped across my face piece, thinking that it was just 
ash, or dust on the face piece. When I wiped it clear, 
it was still black. It was still -- you couldn't see. 
It was pretty thick. 

As we walked out, started to dissipate. 
People -- somebody turned on a hydrant. People -- 
cops, everybody were diving into the hydrant, trying to 
wash their faces off, wash their mouths out. It was 
filthy, wretched water, but nobody cared. There was 
nurses and doctors coming around with eye wash. 

There was a transmission to go north. I 
remember a disturbance by the water. I saw a police 
officer come out to the street and start directing 
people away from the water, and it turned out there was 
a gas leak or something, but at the time we didn't know 
if it was a bomb or -- so we just kept getting orders 
to go north, go north, go north. 

Eventually we turned around, and we went 
north, settled and regrouped and worked our way down a 
little bit to investigate and see what was going on. 

As far as anybody that has passed or is 
missing that I saw -- the only person I thought I might 


have seen was Dennis Oberg. I thought I saw him. 
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Q. who's he? 


a 


He was a probie in my class. 

Q. What company? 

A Geez, I forget what company he's in. I 
really don't recall, Chief, I'm sorry. I thought I saw 
him after the second collapse. The first collapse 
rather. I'm sorry. But I can't guaranty that, but 
that was about it on -- I had seen Terry Rivera when we 
came in. He narrowly got away. He's in 10 truck. He 
was on the detail. I actually spoke to him the night 
before, because I had a friend that's in the academy 
being assigned there for his seven-week rotation. 

I spoke to him the night before, and as we 
were coming down West Street, I saw him, and it wound 
up that when the first building was coming down, I 
guess some of the other firemen -- this is the story 
he's telling me, that they thought it was debris coming 
down, and they ran into the lobby, and he drove 
underneath the rig, and the building came down and 
that's why he was alive, instead of going in, going 
under the rig. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. Throughout the rest of the day, I was across 


the street from -- I'll show you on the map. Where the 
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movie theatre is across the street from the telephone 


company. 

Q. This is the north tower. This is the south 
tower. 

A. South tower, and where would the telephone 


company be? That's it right there. 

Q. Okay. 

A. So I would imagine it's right around here is 
the movie theatre. 

Q. Indicating across West Street on the west 
side of West Street just north of Vesey. 

A. I was again with Mike Hazel. I stuck with 
him. He's one of the senior members. I stuck with him 
most of the day, and we were walking back towards where 
our captain was, because after the recall he had come 
in. This is later on in the day, and we heard a rumble 
that Building 7 was coming down, so we didn't know what 
to expect, so we wound up doing -- actually a broken 
window in the door of the theatre. There were two 
police officers actually walking next to us so I told 
them, I says, "Duck in there," and we both ducked in 
there, too, and it really didn't, you know, reach us. 

We came out and went down to see what we 


could do with helping with the stretch, because now by 
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this time they were starting to draft, so I think it 
was -- I don't Know what marine company was drafting, 
but it was 53 engine, into 84 engine, to us. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. The 224, because we actually -- when we were 
getting ordered up north, all of a sudden we started 
hearing 224, start water. That's why we wound up going 


down and investigating. 


Q. Right. 
A. Because the rig had to be okay, so we wanted 
to go down and man the rig. There was -- I remember 


there was really no pressure in the hydrants. 

Q. Right. Who was calling you to man -- to 
supply water? You don't know? 

A. I don't know. I don't know, to be honest 
with you, but I do Know that the water pressure was 
terrible. The volume -- it looked like there was 
volume there. You turn on the hydrant, there was water 
flowing out, but, I mean, the hoses barely filled, you 
know, at any rate. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. Then they started drafting later on in the 
afternoon, and the rest of the day we were pretty much 


by the rig. The rest of the night, I should say. 
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I think we probably went home around eleven, 
started heading back towards the house, as far as I can 
remember. 

Q. Go back to when you took the position at the 
hydrant after you were first at the south tower and 
they told you go up north, you wound up somewhere north 
of the north tower by the foot bridge, right? 

A. We were by the hook. 

Q. Okay, you hooked up? 

A. As far as I can remember, yeah. 

Q. And then go over where the guys were again, 
what duties they performed, how long you were there, 
how long you operated there. What did you do there? 

A. Well, geez, let me think how long we were 
there. I had moved up. We were -- 

Q. Go ahead. 

A. It's hard with the time. We were helping the 
chauffeur to hook up. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I'm trying to think if -- 

Q. How long were you there when the south tower 
came down? 

A. How long were we there when the south tower 


came down? Maybe 15 minutes or so, maybe. 
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Q. Okay, 15 minutes. You helped him hook up? 

A. We were helping him hook up. I remember 
actually I think the -- also the first -- the first 
place that we stopped we might have started to hook up 
also there. 

Q. Okay. 

A. And then had to pack it back up. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I remember for some reason we went with him 
when he moved. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. We were helping him. I remember helping 
Richie Saulle with trying to plug up the tranny pan. I 
remember Lieutenant DeSimone telling us to get an extra 
cylinder, get a hose rollup, and then he says we're 
going to go over and see what the story is. 

Q. Where were you now? You had moved up to the 
north part? 

A. We had -- I'm trying to think if it's after 
the first time or the second time we moved. I think 
that was actually after the first time we moved. 

Q. Okay. Did you get your rollup and your 
cylinder? 


A. Yes, we actually took the rollups off the 
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rig, and we had -- 

Q. Did you walk up to the building any place to 
the south tower? Did you walk away from the rig? 

A. We started -- yeah, we walked away from the 
rig. We started walking towards the building, yes, 
okay. It was after the first time we moved that he -- 
what do you call it? That we started going towards the 
building, and that's whether they were ordered to move 
up. 


Q. So you put everything back on the rig? 


A. So I put the hose rollup back on the rig. 
Q. Right. 
A. I didn't put my cylinder back into the proper 


spot. I just stowed it, tossed it the rig. 

Q. Did you get back on the rig to ride up to the 
other spot? You walked up the other spot? 

A. Walked, walked. 

Q. Now, the rig goes up to West Street where you 
indicated north, somewhere in the vicinity of the north 
walk bridge? 

A. The north walk bridge. 


Q. You found the hydrant? 


Q. And then you said you helped the chauffeur 
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hook up. 

A. Helped the chauffeur hook up. 

Q. And two guys went where? There was something 
about two of you fellows went -- 

A. When the building came down. 

Q. Now, how long were you there? You said 15 
minutes maybe? 

A. Maybe 15 minutes. I tell you the truth, it's 
very hazy. 

Q. So what happened in that 15 minutes? You 
just -- 

A. I tell you the truth, people jumping out of 
the buildings. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I tell you the truth, that was quite a shock, 
too. I mean, there we were, and out of the corner of 
my eye, I thought maybe it was a piece of debris 
falling down. It was a person jumping out of the 
window, and another one, another one, another one, and 


I don't know. It was pretty hazy as far as, like, how 


much time -- 
Q. Okay. 
A. -- was spent or what was going on, and again 


I didn't have a radio. 
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Q. Right. 
A. So I couldn't really hear what was going on. 


I could only hear if I was next to somebody. 


Q. Right. 

A. You know. 

Q. Was your officer there with you? 

A. I remember Lieutenant DeSimone walking ahead 


of us towards the building. 

Q. Okay. 

A. This is when he was telling us to get ready, 
that we were going to go and see, you know, what the 
story was, what we could do. 

He was ahead of us. He was a good maybe 20, 
30 yards because he had told us to get our rollups and 
our cylinders, and he started walking up. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. As that's when we started walking towards 
him, towards the building, and he told us put our stuff 
back on and move up, and then we did it again. I 
grabbed the cylinder again. 

Q. After you relocated up to the north -- 

A. After we relocated again. 


Q. Took the stuff off, helped the chauffeur hook 


up. 
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A. Yeah. 

Q. And then what do you remember? Did you go 
into the north tower? 

A. No, we didn't go into the north tower. 

Q. Did you go to the command post over there? 


Did you see Ganci at the command post on West Street? 


A. No, I didn't see Ganci. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I didn't see Ganci. I was -- most of the 
time, I was on the -- well -- 

Q. Go ahead. 

A. We're facing this way with the rig. 

Q. Okay. That's facing -- 

A. Most of the time I'm on the left side of the 
rig. 

Q. Okay. That's facing north on West Street, 
okay. 


A. So I really couldn't see too much of what was 
going on, because all the hydrants were on this side, 
so I was running around over there. 

Q. So while you were in that area, the south 
tower collapsed. 

A. The south tower collapsed, right. 


Q. It was a tremendous cloud -- 


A. 
Q. 
like that. 


A. 


Q. 
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Yes. 

-- that lasted for some period of time. 

Yes. 

10 minutes, 5 minutes, 10 minutes, something 
You used your mask intermittently. 

Yes. 

Then that cleared. 


Then what did you do after that? There was a 


long period of time between the second building 


collapsing? 


A. 


Maybe 15, 20 minutes, and we were -- that's 


when we were helping the firemen that were coming that 


were from 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 


A. 


south of us that started moving up. 

Okay. 

We were helping civilians, police officers. 
Okay. 


And we were trying to get organized. We were 


looking for Smitty, make sure he's all right. 


Q. 
A. 
Q. 
A. 
Q. 


enveloped 


Uh-huh. 

Stuey. 

Where did they go again? 

They went up north. 

They went up north because that cloud 


you guys? 
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A. Because the cloud enveloped us. 

Q. They moved up north. They were looking for 
them, but at the same time you were helping civilians? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. 


A. Kind of like -- 


Q. Yeah. 

A You know. 

Q. Okay. 

A. New on the job. 


Q. Okay, all right. 

A But, I mean, I tried to do the best that I 
could, as far as helping out. I didn't want to -- you 
know, I -- but I just remembered doing that, and I 
remember also at the same time looking up again. 

There was still people coming out of the 
north tower, jumping, and I remember one person in 
particular, if it really was a person. There was -- it 
was a guy who looked like he was standing in the window 
maybe, hanging on. I just remember seeing it looked 
like a white shirt up there, and thinking, don't jump, 
you know, they're going to get you. You know, they are 
going to get up there and get you. Didn't happen, but 


I don't know. 
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I just remember after that one came down, 
there was just an order to move north, and so we moved 
north. People were trying to wash up again in the 
hydrants, and then there was the whole commotion by the 
waterfront, gas leak, a bomb, whatever, you know. We 
didn't know what was going on. 

There was also a transmission at some time. 
I don't remember if it was after the first tower came 
down. 

Q. Yeah. 

A. Somebody said -- I don't know if it actually 
came over the radio or something. You heard a buzz 
about that there was another plane being tracked. I 
don't know if it was a military plane maybe somebody 
was tracking. 

Q. Right. 

A. Or they were talking about the plane in 
Philadelphia, and they didn't Know where it was 
heading, but that was also -- caused a little bit of a 
commotion, too, so it was a mass exodus up forward 
north. People were trying to get settled, get 
reorganized. They had that whole thing with the gas. 

Q. Yeah. 


A. They pushed us farther north again, regroup, 
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went to go see what we could do. We heard the 
transmission 224 start water. 

Q. Yeah. 

A. Looked at each other, like, huh? We realized 
the rig was all right, didn't get crushed, and we 
wanted to go down there and man the rig. 

Q. You guys never got orders to go into the 
Tower 1, right? 

A. Not that I'm aware of that. 

Q. Yeah. 

A. Not that I'm aware of. 

Q. Okay. 

A I don't believe we had orders to go into 
either building. 

Q. Uh-huh. You didn't see command post or -- 
any chiefs you remember on West Street? You didn't 
see -- did you see the chaplain? Did you remember 
anybody? 

A. The only person I remember, really remember 
seeing a hundred percent -- 

Q. Yeah. 

A. -- is Terry Rivera. I drove him to probie 
school every day. 


Q. Okay. 
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A. And he was standing outside on West Street. 
He looked like he was looking for somebody. 

Q. Yeah. 

A. And as we were driving down West Street, I 
yelled out to him, and he didn't look like he heard 
me. When I spoke to him later, he did hear a voice. 
He didn't Know it was me, though. He thought it was a 
truck calling him, but he was in and out of the south 
tower before it fell, and that was the only specific 
person that I remember. 

There was actually -- I think the Rescue 5. 
There was a rescue firefighter that actually rode the 
back of our rig through the tunnel to the trade 
center. I wasn't even aware that he was on the back of 
the rig. I didn't know until sometime after this 
happened, weeks, that he came out. I didn't even 
know. There was a lot of things going on, you know. 

Q. Where was the staging area on the Brooklyn 
side? Where did you respond to when you staged there? 

A. Geez. 

Q. Outside the Battery Tunnel was it? 

A. It was outside the Battery Tunnel. I think 
it was -- Hamilton Avenue? Let me think. 


Q. You were there when the second plane hit, you 
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said? 

A. Yeah, we were coming down -- I believe it was 
Columbia Street, and I was with my back to the 
lieutenant, and the lieutenant had actually said, "Look 
out the window, look out the window." 

We didn't see the plane yet. Looking out the 
building, the smoke was already across the river. 

There was papers falling on the Brooklyn side already. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. Out of the corner of my eye, I saw a plane 
coming, and I actually said to Mike Hazel, I said, 
"What is this guy going to do? Is he going to try to 
fly under the smoke?" 

I thought it was a regular pilot, just, you 
know, that he was going to have to divert his flight 
path because of this big, huge plume of smoke, and I'm 
saying to myself, why isn't he flying around the 
building on the windward side instead of, you know -- 
it looked like he was trying to duck under the smoke, 
but then he banked and hit the building, and that was 
that. 

Q. Well -- 

A. I mean, actually, the guys on the other side 


of the rig didn't believe me, because when this 
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whole -- when this all started I was upstairs, and they 
said, "Hey, Joe, you know, a plane hit the World Trade 
Center," and being the johnnie in the house, I thought 
they were pulling my leg. Get out of here, you know. 
Came downstairs and saw it on the news. 

My first thought was it was like what 
happened with the Empire State building. You always 
see these old, you know, newsreels or whatever. 
They're talking about the B-29 or B-17 that hit it. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. Oh, wow, you know, this is going to be 
trouble, but I thought it was an accident. Then on the 
way there, just, you know, stopped, turned into 
something totally different, and I don't know. 

Q. Okay. How did you guys get back to quarters 
late at night when you were finally relieved? 

A. Basically hitched a ride in an ambulance. 

Q. Yeah. 

A. We walked up north. We were trying to look 
for a bus to get back. Couldn't find a bus. I don't 
know what the story was, and we wound up flagging down 

-- what do you call it? 
Actually, it might be of some interest. 


There was a person that they -- really wouldn't be. 
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They thought had been lost. 

Q. A fireman? 

A. A fireman, a lieutenant, actually, and our 
lieutenant saw him on the bridge, and he passed it 
along. I don't know what the story was with that, but 
probably really of no relevance, but yeah, we flagged 
down a volunteer ambulance. 

Q. Uh-huh. 

A. We were piled in. Just came home. 

Q. Okay. Anything else you remember? That's 
good. 

A. Nothing off the top, Chief. 

BATTALION CHIEF MALKIN: Okay. TI thank the 
firefighter for the interview, Firefighter Joseph 
Sullivan. 

This concludes the interview at 1508 hours. 


That finishes it. 


